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| am the vine, ye are the branches: He
that abides in me, and | in him, the
same bears much fruit: for apart from me
ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in
me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is
withered; and they gather them, and cast
them into the fire, and they are burned. If
ye abide in me, and my words abide in
you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall
be done unto you.
- John 15:5-7 -

Abiding and Dwelling

We are told in the Bible that deity
and humanity can “abide” together
(Gr. meno = a continued state or rela-
tionship; remain; tarry). This is a beau-
tiful thing that God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit want to abide with mankind. We
are also told that deity and humanity
can “dwell” together (Gr. oikeo = to
make one’s abode with another).

Isn’t it a wonderful thing that deity
and humanity can have a close, spiritual
relationship one with another? Intimate
relationship and influence is the princi-
ple meaning of “abide”, not location.
Also, deity and humanity abide to-
gether and dwell together in a non-
miraculous and non-mysterious way. In
this article, we will study how they do
just that.

Abide In Me

Deity and humanity dwell together
figuratively, not literally. All three mem-
bers of the godhead (God, Jesus, Holy
Spirit) dwell in the believer, not just the
Holy Spirit. Deity dwells in the believer in
the same manner as faith, truth, sin, etc.
dwell in the believer.

Abiding Together

What does the Bible teach about the
who and what that abide together? First of
all, the Christian abides in Christ (John
6:56; 15:4-7). He does this by being bap-
tized into Christ and continuing to obey
Jesus each day.

Second, the Christian abides in Christ’s
word (John 8:31). He does this by continu-
ing to live in and obey Christ’s word.

Third, Christ’s word abides in the
Christian (John 15:7; | John 2:14; 2 John
2). The Christian allows the word of
Christ to continue influencing him each
day.

Fourth, the Christian abides in Christ’s
love (John 15:9-10). He continues to obey
Christ and be the beneficiary of Christ’s
love in his life and he continues to love
others as Christ loved him.

Deity and Christians are to be abiding

together (| John 2:6,10,14,24,27,28;
3:6,9,17,24; 4:12,13,15,16; 2 John 2,9).

Dwelling Together

What does the Bible teach about
the who and what that dwell together?
First of all, God dwells in the Christian
(2 Corinthians 6:16). God dwells
where he can be holy.

Second, Jesus Christ dwells in the
Christian (Ephesians 3:17). Christ
dwells where he can save.

Third, the Holy Spirit dwells in the
Christian (Romans 8:9,11; | Corin-
thians 3:16; 2 Timothy |:14). The Holy
Spirit dwells where he can teach.

Fourth, the word of Christ dwells
in the Christian (Colossians 3:16).
Christ’s word is at home in the faithful
Christian.

Fifth, faith dwells in the Christian
(2 Timothy I:5). Faith is at home in the
life of a Christian who believes and
obeys.

Deity and Humanity
Dwelling Together

What happens when deity and hu-



